
Let‘s Finish the Wear It Well pincushion! 

1. Lightly press your stitched piece on the back side of stitching to remove wrinkles. 

2. Iron a piece of lightweight fusible interfacing onto the back side of the stitching—interfacing should extend 

beyond the stitching by at least 1‖. (Pellon 906F sheerweight is easy to find at quilt shops) 

3. Measure & mark a line 3/4‖ from the stitching on all 4 sides. Trim excess linen using the line as a trimming 

guide. (you can also use a ruler to measure & rotary cut as you go)  

4. Cut a piece of a coordinating quilting cotton the same size as your stitching, set aside. 

5. Cut 4 pieces of Lady Dot Creates Sparrow Pink rick rack: rick rack should be placed on the front side of the 

stitching, the tips of the rick rack should meet the cut edge of the linen. Place rick rack so the valley of the 

rick rack begins (& ends on the opposite side) just inside of where the corner seam will be during pillow as-

sembly. We don‘t want the rick rack to get caught in the corner mid-peak! 

6. With your sewing machine, attach the rick rack with a seam down the middle of the trim. This will act as 

your sewing guide later in pillow assembly. This line will be approximately ¼‖ from the cut edge of the linen.  

7. Pick up the Pincushion Pocket stitched piece. Count 16 threads away from the right side of the design.   

Remove the 17th thread. (aida stitchers should count 8 squares from the image & mark the space           

between the 8th & 9th block—no threads are removed). Trim linen ½‖ away from cut or marked line. 

8. Cut a piece of fusible interfacing & iron into place. Refer to photo below - fusible should snug up next to 

the removed thread (not cover it) & extend at least 1‖ beyond the design in all other directions.  

9. Finger press the selvage created with the pulled thread (or marked line) to the back of the stitching. 

10.  Attach a piece of the rick rack—either sew in place by machine or (as in the model), thread up with 2 

strands of Avocado thread & attach with a running stitch (see photos). 

11. Lay the pocket assembly over the quilting cotton 

back where you would like it. Trim the 3 edges to 

the cotton then baste into place with a 1/8‖ seam. 

12. Place front & back of pillow, right sides together, & 

sew along the seam that was created in the earlier 

steps, leaving a space for turning. 

13. Trim & clip corners, turn & stuff the pillow. Whip or 

ladder stitch the opening closed. Enjoy! 

Wear It Well - Pincushion 

hodsupport@handsondesign.biz ▪  www.handsondesign.biz 

―Wear it Well Finishing Instructions‖ ©2025 by Hands On Design, LLC— these 

finishing instruction are for personal use only and may not be shared physically,       

electronically or shared/taught in videos – Please honor the copyright & the designer 



5. Trim the needle book    

cover. 

Front: 4 squares or 3 holes (cut 

in the 4th hole) away from 

the stitching on the top,    

bottom & RIGHT side. 10 

blocks or 9 holes (cut in the 

10th hole) away on the LEFT 

side. 

 

6. Trim the needle book back 

the opposite from the cover - 

BE SURE to trim correctly so 

your back cover is not upside 

down. 

 

2. Trim the cover stamp so 

that there are 2 complete 

rows of ‗blocks‘ around the 

stitching (or one row of holes 

remaining depending on 

which way you look at it). 

3. Cut a piece of white wool-

felt to fit the back of the cover 

stamp—just inside of the row 

of holes we will be stitching in.  

I added a small magnet to the 

back of the woolfelt (this will 

be a place to rest a needle or 

scissors). 

1. Gather your stitched     

needle book pieces, peony, 

fern & white woolfelt, double   

sided (DS) tape, baker‘s 

twine, magnet, floss &       

chenille needle. 

 

4. Place the magnet, woolfelt 

& cover stamp in the open 

area of the needlebook    

cover. Thread up with 1 strand 

of Avocado floss—put both 

ends through the eye of the 

needle so we can anchor with 

the loop method.  

Start in a corner, stitching over 

and under with the 2 strands of 

Avocado. Be sure to line up the 

holes as you stitch.  (the 1st few 

stitches are tricky but get easier as 

you continue) 
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7. Cut a very slim piece of DS 

tape and place on the very 

edge of the perforated     

paper as shown in the photo 

(avoid getting too close to 

the top & bottom edges).   

8. Cut the binding piece from Fern woolfelt, 1 ¼‖ wide 

& slightly longer than the height of the needlebook. I 

use my pinking rotary blade for the edges that will 

‘show‘.  

 Peel the paper backing from the DS tape and lay the 

woolfelt binding in the exposed DS tape. Line the wool-

felt up so 2 rows of holes are showing between the 

woolfelt & the stitching.   



9. Thread up with 1 strand of 

Avocado—put both ends 

through the eye of the     

needle so we can anchor 

with the loop method.  

Start stitching the binding to 

the paper: bring the needle 

through the holes in the    

paper then through woolfelt 

binding (from the backside). 

The running stitch should be 

over & under every 2 holes in 

the perforated paper.  

10. Secure the end of the  

running stitch with a knot 

through the stitches on the 

back of the paper.  

Place a ruler on the edge of 

the needle book cover & trim 

the binding even with the top 

& bottom edges.    

11. Repeat the previous steps 

for attaching the binding to 

the back cover. 
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12. Lay the needle book on 

top of the peony woolfelt—

match edges & trim with a 

ruler & rotary cutter. 

Thread up with 1 long strand 

of Avocado—put both ends 

through the eye of the   

needle so we can anchor 

the buttonhole edge with 

the loop method. 

13. Begin the buttonhole edge 

by anchoring the thread on 

the bottom edge of the     

needlebook near a corner. 

Bring needle from the back 

side, through the peony wool-

felt, 2 holes in from the edge 

of the perforated paper. 

Run the needle through the 

loop to secure. 

14. Hold the thread up as 

shown in previous picture. 

Attach lining to the paper with 

a buttonhole stitch spaced 2 

holes in from the edge & 3 

holes apart.  

 

15. Check the inside of the 

needle book occasionally to 

make sure your stitches are 

even in depth.     

16. Continue with the buttonhole through 

the binding. Take care to keep your   

stitches as evenly placed as they have 

been through the paper sections. 



17. Your woolfelt may 

shift a little as you       

buttonhole around the   

needle case. Trim if   

necessary. 

18. A closer look at how I turned 

the corner with the  buttonhole 

stitch. You may need to       

compensate a little as you    

approach the corners (count 

over 2 holes instead of 3). 

19. Run short on thread?  

End the thread by tying a knot 

through the top (outside edge) 

of the buttonhole stitch. 

 

20. Bury the needle & thread 

down through the woolfelt  

lining & trim.  
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21. Thread up with a new 

strand: put both ends through 

the eye of the needle for the 

loop method. Run the needle 

through the knot (outside 

edge) of the last stitch &      

anchor. You are ready to    

continue with the buttonhole. 

  

23. Use the crease as a 

stitching guide to attach 

the white woolfelt to the 

spine of the needlebook.  

Anchor thread with the 

loop method in the peony 

woolfelt just under the white 

woolfelt. Running stitches 

will go through all of the 

layers.   

     

22. Cut a piece of white 

woolfelt for the pages of your 

needlebook. Fold the 

needlebook as if closed to 

crease.  

Thread up with 1 strand of 

Avocado—put both ends 

through the eye of the     

needle to anchor with the 

loop method. 

24. Knot the thread 

through the Peony 

woolfelt just under the 

page to secure the 

running stitch. 

25. Cut a length of baker‘s 

twine. Tie an overhand knot in 

the middle of twine. 

26. Tack the knot to the spine of the 

needlebook—I placed it just below the line 

of the front cover stamp. Trim the twine & 

place a knot near the ends so they don‘t 

unravel. These ends will serve as the book closure. 


